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    Abstract

Tramadol is an unscheduled atypical analgesic that acts as an agonist at μ-opioid receptors and inhibits monoamine reuptake. Tramadol can suppress opioid withdrawal, and chronic administration can produce opioid physical dependence; however, diversion and abuse of tramadol is low. The present study further characterized tramadol in a three-choice discrimination procedure. Nondependent volunteers with active stimulant and opioid use (n = 8) participated in this residential laboratory study. Subjects were trained to discriminate between placebo, hydromorphone (8 mg), and methylphenidate (60 mg), and tests of acquisition confirmed that all volunteers could discriminate between the training drugs. The following drug conditions were then tested during discrimination test sessions: placebo, hydromorphone (4 and 8 mg), methylphenidate (30 and 60 mg), and tramadol (50, 100, 200, and 400 mg). In addition to discrimination measures, which included discrete choice, point distribution, and operant responding, subjective and physiological effects were measured for each test condition. Both doses of hydromorphone and methylphenidate were identified as hydromorphone- and methylphenidate-like, respectively. Lower doses of tramadol were generally identified as placebo, with higher doses (200 and 400 mg) identified as hydromorphone, or opioid-like. The highest dose of tramadol increased ratings on the stimulant scale, but was not significantly identified as methylphenidate-like. Tramadol did not significantly increase subjective ratings associated with reinforcement. Taken together, these results extend previous work with tramadol as a potential medication for the treatment of opioid dependence and withdrawal, showing acute doses of tramadol exhibit a profile of effects similar to opioid agonists and may have abuse liability in certain populations.
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	This work was supported by the National Institutes of Health National Institute on Drug Abuse [Grants R01-DA18125, T32-DA07209, K24-DA23186].
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	Article, publication date, and citation information can be found at http://jpet.aspetjournals.org.

doi:10.1124/jpet.111.181131.

	
ABBREVIATIONS:

	HM
	hydromorphone
	MPH
	methylphenidate
	VAS
	visual analog scale.




	Received February 28, 2011.
	Accepted April 4, 2011.

	Copyright © 2011 by The American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    	
			JPET articles become freely available 12 months after publication, and remain freely available for 5 years. 


			Non-open access articles that fall outside this five year window are available only to institutional subscribers and current ASPET members, or through the article purchase feature at the bottom of the page. 


			 


				Click here for information on institutional subscriptions.
	Click here for information on individual ASPET membership.


			



 

  




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

  Username *
 



  Password *
 





Forgot your user name or password?




Purchase access
You may purchase access to this article. This will require you to create an account if you don't already have one.

  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
      [image: Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics: 338 (1)]

  
  
      
      
          Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics      
      
        	Vol. 338, Issue 1 1 Jul 2011 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	Table of Contents (PDF)
	About the Cover
	Index by author
	Back Matter (PDF)
	Editorial Board (PDF)
	Front Matter (PDF)




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for sharing this Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics article.
NOTE: We request your email address only to inform the recipient that it was you who recommended this article, and that it is not junk mail. We do not retain these email addresses.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Discriminative Stimulus Effects of Tramadol in Humans



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would be interested in this article in Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
      Research ArticleBehavioral Pharmacology

  
  
      Discriminative Stimulus Effects of Tramadol in Humans
  
    	 Angela N. Duke, George E. Bigelow, Ryan K. Lanier and Eric C. Strain


  
    	Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics July 1, 2011,  338 (1) 255-262; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1124/jpet.111.181131 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Research ArticleBehavioral Pharmacology

  
  
      Discriminative Stimulus Effects of Tramadol in Humans
  
    	 Angela N. Duke, George E. Bigelow, Ryan K. Lanier and Eric C. Strain


  
    	Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics July 1, 2011,  338 (1) 255-262; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1124/jpet.111.181131 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article	Abstract
	Introduction
	Materials and Methods
	Results
	Discussion
	Authorship Contributions
	Acknowledgments
	Footnotes
	References



	Figures & Data
	Info & Metrics
	eLetters
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles


 Cited By...


 More in this TOC Section
	
  
  
  
  
      Chronic Naltrexone: Opioid-Seeking and Antinociception  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      MCAM reversal and prevention of hypoventilation by µ opioids  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Benzofuran monoamine releasers substitute for MDMA  
  
  
  
  






Show more Behavioral Pharmacology

 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Advertisement



  



  


  
  



  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    

	Home
	Alerts




Facebook   Twitter   LinkedIn   RSS
  




  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Navigate

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Fast Forward by date
	Fast Forward by section
	Latest Articles
	Archive
	Search for Articles
	Feedback
	ASPET

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        More Information

    
  
  
    	About JPET
	Editorial Board
	Instructions to Authors
	Submit a Manuscript
	Customized Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Subscriptions
	Permissions
	Terms & Conditions of Use

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        ASPET's Other Journals

    
  
  
    	Drug Metabolism and Disposition
	Molecular Pharmacology
	Pharmacological Reviews
	Pharmacology Research & Perspectives

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    ISSN 1521-0103 (Online)


Copyright © 2024 by the American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      







  