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    Abstract

        The objective of this investigation was to characterize the pharmacokinetic-pharmacodynamic (PK-PD) correlation of buprenorphine's active metabolite norbuprenorphine for the effect on respiration in rats. Following i.v. administration in rats (dose range 0.32–1.848 mg), the time course of the concentration in plasma was determined in conjunction with the effect in ventilation as determined with a novel whole-body plethysmography technique. The PK of norbuprenorphine was best described by a three-compartment PK model with nonlinear elimination. A saturable biophase distribution model with a power PD model described the PK-PD relationship best. No saturation of the effect at high concentrations was observed, indicating that norbuprenorphine acts as a full agonist with regard to respiratory depression. Moreover, analysis of the hysteresis based on the combined receptor association-dissociation biophase distribution model yielded high values of the rate constants for receptor association and dissociation, indicating that these processes are not rate-limiting. In a separate analysis, the time course of the plasma concentrations of buprenorphine and norbuprenorphine following administration of both the parent drug and the metabolite were simultaneously analyzed based on a six-compartment PK model with nonlinear elimination of norbuprenorphine. This analysis showed that following i.v. administration, 10% of the administered dose of buprenorphine is converted into norbuprenorphine. By simulation it is shown that following i.v. administration of buprenorphine, the concentrations of norbuprenorphine reach values that are well below the values causing an effect on respiration.
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