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    Abstract

        Patients suffering an acute myocardial infarction routinely receive morphine and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) alone or in combination. However, the importance of the dose, timing, or the combined administration of both on infarct size reduction has not been assessed. Additionally, it is not known whether morphine or NSAIDs require 12-lipoxygenase (12-LO) to mediate infarct size reduction as found previously for ischemic preconditioning. Male Sprague-Dawley rats were subjected to 30 min of ischemia and 2 h of reperfusion, followed by infarct size assessment (mean ± S.E.M.%, **P < 0.01). Morphine (0.3 mg/kg), ibuprofen (3 mg/kg), but not aspirin (3 mg/kg) reduced infarct size when administered 5 min before reperfusion compared with vehicle (42.3 ± 1.5**, 40.8 ± 2.8**, 60.7 ± 2.3 versus 59.1 ± 1.7%, respectively); however, none of these agents reduced infarct size when administered 10 s after reperfusion. Ibuprofen (3 mg/kg) administered with morphine (0.3 mg/kg) reduced infarct size (43.7 ± 1.3%**), whereas aspirin (1 and 3 mg/kg) abolished morphine-induced infarct size reduction. Morphine (0.2 mg/kg) and ibuprofen (0.6 mg/kg) given at doses not effective individually reduced infarct size when given together (59.0 ± 1.4, 57.6 ± 2.8, and 43.9 ± 1.6%**, respectively). Morphine- and ibuprofen-induced infarct size reduction was abolished by the 12-LO inhibitor baicalein (3 mg/kg) and mimicked by the 12-LO metabolite 12-(S)-hydroxyeicosa-5Z,8Z,10Z,14Z-tetraenoic acid (45.2 ± 2.5%**). These data suggest that morphine and ibuprofen reduce infarct size individually or at subthreshold doses in combination by 12-LO when administered 5 min before reperfusion. Furthermore, acute aspirin administration has a detrimental interaction with morphine that abrogates morphine-induced infarct size reduction.
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