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    Abstract
The pharmacokinetics of N-acetyl-L-gamma-glutamyl-4'-aminowarfarin (AGAW) was studied in the rat. The aim of this prodrug was to cause a renal-specific inhibition of the vitamin K cycle as a result of renal-specific release of the active drug 4'-aminowarfarin (AW). In vitro, it was found that kidney and liver homogenates and cytosol were able to convert the prodrug. In vivo, plasma concentrations of AW rose only slowly after a dose of 10 mg/kg AGAW i.v. to give a maximum concentration of about 3 micrograms AW/ml at t = 14 to 24 h. The tissue distribution of AGAW and AW was measured after 10 mg/kg AGAW i.v. It was found that AGAW did not accumulate in the kidney (9.7 micrograms/g in the kidney; 83 micrograms/ml in plasma at t = 60 min). AW concentrations were very low (0.1 microgram/ml or mg at t = 60 min). These results suggest that AGAW is not transported via a carrier into the kidney. The uptake of AGAW in vitro by rat kidney slices was investigated. It was found that AGAW did not accumulate in the slices. Neither did AGAW influence the accumulation of N-acetyl-gamma-glutamyl sulfamethoxazole in kidney slices. A second explanation for the lack of selectivity of AGAW in vivo could be its high (approximately 90%) plasma protein binding. Instead of being targeted to the kidney, however, AGAW was found to be excreted via a carrier-mediated mechanism into the bile: 50% of the dose was recovered unchanged in the bile within 3 hr.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)
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