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    Abstract

The present study conducted a comprehensive examination of the putative sex differences in the potency of nicotine between male and female ICR mice using several pharmacological and behavioral tests. Among the responses to nicotine where significant sex differences were observed are the antinociceptive and the anxiolytic effects of nicotine. Female mice were found less sensitive to the acute effects of nicotine in these tests after s.c. administration. Similar gender differences were found after i.t. injection. Influence of gonadal hormones could underlie sex differences observed in our studies. Indeed, our data clearly indicate that sex hormones can modulate the effects of nicotine and nicotinic receptors in a differential manner. Progesterone and 17β-estradiol were found to block nicotine's antinociception in mice. Testosterone failed to do so. In addition, progesterone and 17β-estradiol blocked nicotine activation of α4β2 neuronal acetylcholine nicotinic receptors expressed in oocytes. Our findings contribute to our search for receptor mechanisms in drug dependence and in the discovery of better pharmacological agents for nicotine dependence.
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