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    Abstract
Ocaperidone, a new benzisoxazolyl piperidine neuroleptic, was compared with haloperidol, risperidone and ritanserin in a large series of pharmacological tests. Ocaperidone inhibited dopamine agonist (apomorphine, amphetamine or cocaine)-induced behavioral effects at low doses (0.014-0.042 mg/kg) and was, thereby, equipotent with haloperidol (0.016-0.024 mg/kg) and 2.0 to 8.3 times more potent than risperidone. Ocaperidone completely blocked the dopamine agonist behavior at slightly higher doses (0.064 mg/kg) and was, thereby, more potent and efficacious than haloperidol (0.097-0.13 mg/kg) and risperidone (0.59-1.17 mg/kg). The dissociation between inhibition of apomorphine behavior and induction of catalepsy was as high for ocaperidone (22) as for risperidone (20) and higher than for haloperidol (8), suggesting risperidone-like low extrapyramidal side effect liability. Ocaperidone also antagonized serotonin agonist (tryptamine, mescaline or 5-hydroxytryptophan)-induced behavioral effects (0.011-0.064 mg/kg) and was, thereby, equipotent with risperidone (0.014-0.056 mg/kg) and at least as potent as ritanserin (0.037-0.13 mg/kg). Ocaperidone displayed its serotonin and dopamine antagonism at the same dose levels, in contrast to risperidone, which was a predominant serotonin antagonist. Apart from protection from compound 48/80 lethality (0.042 mg/kg) and norepinephrine lethality (0.097 mg/kg), which were not considered to hinder its clinical application, no additional secondary effects were observed at low doses of ocaperidone. In the apomorphine test in dogs, ocaperidone was very potent (i.v., s.c. and p.o. ED50 values: less than 1.0 micrograms/kg) and showed a rapid onset (less than 0.5 h) and long duration of action (24 h) after p.o. administration. Ocaperidone is concluded to be a highly potent and efficacious dopamine-D2 antagonist with concomitant, equivalent serotonin 5-HT2 antagonism. Ocaperidone is expected to exert pronounced haloperidol-like effects on the positive symptoms of schizophrenic patients but with risperidone-like low extrapyramidal side effect liability and improved patient compliance.
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