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    Abstract

        In the dog and cat, the digitalis series induces slowing and block more frequently than in man, probably because in the latter the drug has to be abandoned owing to its effects on other tissues, which in many individuals are more susceptible than the inhibitory cardiac center.

        These animal also vary in their response, apparently owing to varying susceptibility of the inhibitory cardiac center. When this is low, the spontaneous rhythmicity of the heart may be so much augmented by the drug that the rhythm becomes irregular from ectopic beats at a lower concentration of the drug than is necessary to arouse the inhibitory center.

        This unresponsiveness of the center is especially liable to occur from reflex "shock" during the operation, and unless this is carefully avoided, no slowing or block may be induced by digitalis or its allies. The more perfect the anesthesia, the greater is the inhibitory action as a general rule.2 The peripheral inhibitory mechanism is not at fault. In the rabbit there is little or no slowing from digitalis, probably from the weak activity of the center in these animals.

        When there is marked sinus slowing there may be no sign of impairment in the A-V conduction, but on increasing the demands on it by accelerating the rhythm even slightly, its weakness is made manifest in block.

      
Footnotes
		Received December         18, 1924.
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