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    Abstract
Functional antagonism between bronchoconstricting and bronchodilating pathways was examined in canine tracheal smooth muscle. Trachealis strips were contracted with either 0.3 microM (EC55) or 3.0 microM (EC80) methacholine before being relaxed by the cumulative addition of isoproterenol, prostaglandin E2, or forskolin. The EC50 for all three relaxants was increased 10-fold in tissues contracted with 3.0 microM methacholine vs. those contracted with 0.3 microM methacholine. Moreover, contracting tissues with the higher concentration of methacholine reduced the maximum relaxation induced by prostaglandin E2 and isoproterenol. Forskolin produced total relaxation regardless of the concentration of methacholine used and thus was a much more effective bronchodilator than either isoproterenol or prostaglandin E2. The inhibitory effect of methacholine on the relaxant response to these agents was paralleled by a reduction in drug-stimulated cyclic AMP-dependent protein kinase activity. Methacholine reduced the maximum activation of cyclic AMP-dependent protein kinase elicited by isoproterenol, prostaglandin E2 and submaximal concentrations of forskolin, which was a much more powerful enzyme activator than the other two agents. The ability of a maximum concentration of forskolin (30 microM) to activate cyclic AMP-dependent protein kinase was not inhibited by methacholine. Although methacholine also appeared to suppress drug-stimulated cyclic AMP accumulation, the inhibitory effect was only statistically significant in forskolin-treated tissues.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)
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