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    Abstract

        Reserpine incubated at 37° C with platelet-enriched plasma induces the release of serotonin from platelets. The alkaloid does not simply displace serotonin from its binding sites for one molecule of reserpine releases hundreds of serotonin molecules. The ability of reserpine to release serotonin is temperature dependent being appreciably lower at room temperature and almost negligible at 2° C.

        Only those Rauwolfia alkaloids with reserpine-like pharmacologic properties cause the release of serotonin from platelets. In contrast, chlorpromazine, lysergic acid diethylamide, phenobarbital and 48/80 do not release serotonin.
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