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    Abstract

        Carbendazim (methyl 2-benzimidazolecarbamate) is widely used as a systemic fungicide in human food production and appears to act on fungal tubulin. However, it also inhibits proliferation of human cancer cells, including drug- and multidrug-resistant and p53-deficient cell lines. Because of its promising preclinical anti-tumor activity, it has undergone phase I clinical trials and is under further clinical development. Although it weakly inhibits polymerization of brain microtubules and induces G2/M arrest in tumor cells, its mechanism of action in human cells has not been fully elucidated. We examined its mechanism of action in MCF7 human breast cancer cells and found that it inhibits proliferation (IC50, 10 μM) and half-maximally arrests mitosis at a similar concentration (8 μM), in concert with suppression of microtubule dynamic instability without appreciable microtubule depolymerization. It induces mitotic spindle abnormalities and reduces the metaphase intercentromere distance of sister chromatids, indicating reduction of tension on kinetochores, thus leading to metaphase arrest. With microtubules assembled in vitro from pure tubulin, carbendazim also suppresses dynamic instability, reducing the dynamicity by 50% at 10 μM, with only minimal (21%) reduction of polymer mass. Carbendazim binds to mammalian tubulin (Kd, 42.8 ± 4.0 μM). Unlike some benzimidazoles that bind to the colchicine site in tubulin, carbendazim neither competes with colchicine nor competes with vinblastine for binding to brain tubulin. Thus, carbendazim binds to an as yet unidentified site in tubulin and inhibits tumor cell proliferation by suppressing the growing and shortening phases of microtubule dynamic instability, thus inducing mitotic arrest.
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		Received July         15, 2008.
	Accepted November         7, 2008.




	The American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    	
			JPET articles become freely available 12 months after publication, and remain freely available for 5 years. 


			Non-open access articles that fall outside this five year window are available only to institutional subscribers and current ASPET members, or through the article purchase feature at the bottom of the page. 


			 


				Click here for information on institutional subscriptions.
	Click here for information on individual ASPET membership.


			



 

  




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

  Username *
 



  Password *
 





Forgot your user name or password?




Purchase access
You may purchase access to this article. This will require you to create an account if you don't already have one.

  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
      [image: Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics: 389 (1)]

  
  
      
      
          Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics      
      
        	Vol. 389, Issue 1 1 Apr 2024 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	Table of Contents (PDF)
	About the Cover
	Index by author
	Editorial Board (PDF)
	Front Matter (PDF)




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for sharing this Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics article.
NOTE: We request your email address only to inform the recipient that it was you who recommended this article, and that it is not junk mail. We do not retain these email addresses.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Carbendazim Inhibits Cancer Cell Proliferation by Suppressing Microtubule Dynamics



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would be interested in this article in Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
      Research ArticleCHEMOTHERAPY, ANTIBIOTICS, AND GENE THERAPY

  
  
      Carbendazim Inhibits Cancer Cell Proliferation by Suppressing Microtubule Dynamics
  
    	 Mythili Yenjerla, Corey Cox, Leslie Wilson and Mary Ann Jordan


  
    	Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics February 1, 2009,  328 (2) 390-398; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1124/jpet.108.143537 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Research ArticleCHEMOTHERAPY, ANTIBIOTICS, AND GENE THERAPY

  
  
      Carbendazim Inhibits Cancer Cell Proliferation by Suppressing Microtubule Dynamics
  
    	 Mythili Yenjerla, Corey Cox, Leslie Wilson and Mary Ann Jordan


  
    	Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics February 1, 2009,  328 (2) 390-398; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1124/jpet.108.143537 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article	Abstract
	Materials and Methods
	Results
	Discussion
	Acknowledgments
	Footnotes
	References



	Figures & Data
	Info & Metrics
	eLetters
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles


 Cited By...


 More in this TOC Section
	
  
  
  
  
      PTP4A3 and ovarian cancer  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      CRISPR/Cas9 TOP2β Gene Knockout Mediated Drug Resistance  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Lucanthone Targets TMZ-Resistant Gliomas  
  
  
  
  






Show more Chemotherapy, Antibiotics, and Gene Therapy

 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Advertisement



  



  


  
  



  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    

	Home
	Alerts




Facebook   Twitter   LinkedIn   RSS
  




  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Navigate

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Fast Forward by date
	Fast Forward by section
	Latest Articles
	Archive
	Search for Articles
	Feedback
	ASPET

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        More Information

    
  
  
    	About JPET
	Editorial Board
	Instructions to Authors
	Submit a Manuscript
	Customized Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Subscriptions
	Permissions
	Terms & Conditions of Use

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        ASPET's Other Journals

    
  
  
    	Drug Metabolism and Disposition
	Molecular Pharmacology
	Pharmacological Reviews
	Pharmacology Research & Perspectives

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    ISSN 1521-0103 (Online)


Copyright © 2024 by the American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      







  