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    Abstract

The pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics (PK/PD) of chimeric (Ch5c8) and humanized (Hu5c8) 5c8, a monoclonal antibody that binds CD154 (CD40 ligand), thus blocking the interaction between CD40 and CD154, were investigated in cynomolgus monkeys. Single-dose groups (n = 3 animals per dose) received saline, 0.2, 1, 5 or 20 mg/kg i.v. doses of Hu5c8. The repeat-dose groups (n = 4 animals) received 0 or 5 mg/kg i.v. doses of Ch5c8 or Hu5c8 on days 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 and 9. The single-dose PK parameters showed dose proportionality, with a terminal half-life of 300 h, a volume of distribution at steady state of 73 ml/kg and clearance of 0.2 ml·h−1·kg−1. The repeat-dose regimen produced a longer terminal half-life (500 h) and lower clearance (0.13 ml·h−1·kg−1) than in the single-dose groups. The antibody titer to tetanus toxoid (ATT) challenge served as the immunodynamic marker. The primary ATT response consisted of a latent phase of ∼10 days, during which the immune system was processing antigen but not yet producing antibody, a rise to an antibody maximum titer at ∼18 days and a decline toward baseline by ∼40 days in controls. The 5c8 produced a log(dose)-proportional reduction in the area under the curve of ATT. An indirect PK/PD model based on the kinetics of tetanus toxoid exposure and inhibition of ATT production in relation to 5c8 concentrations was developed. A median inhibitory concentration of 0.84 μg/ml and a efficacy of 0.84 reflected marked inhibition of ATT response by 5c8. The model provides quantitation of reduced ATT responses after 5c8 and was applicable to primary and secondary immune responses and to both single-dose and multiple-dose treatments. The monoclonal antibody 5c8 blocks the CD40 and CD154 interaction, producing consistent and substantive reduction in antibody formation after administration of tetanus toxoid, which can be characterized with PK/PD modeling. It is anticipated that 5c8 may have utility in the treatment of antibody-mediated autoimmune disease.
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