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    Abstract

Accumulating preclinical and clinical evidence data suggests that compounds that selectively activate neuronal nicotinic acetylcholine receptor (nAChR) subtypes may have therapeutic utility for the treatment of several neurological disorders. In the present study, thein vitro pharmacological properties of the novel cholinergic channel modulator ABT-089 [2-methyl-3-(2-(S)-pyrrolidinylmethoxy)pyridine], are described. In radioligand binding studies, ABT-089 was shown to display selectivity toward the high-affinity (−)-cytisine binding site present on the α4β2 nAChR subtype (Ki = 16 nM) relative to the [125I]α-bungarotoxin binding site present on the α7 (Ki ≥ 10,000 nM) and α1β1δγ (Ki > 1000 nM) nAChR subtypes. In cation flux and channel current studies, ABT-089 displayed a more complex profile than (−)-nicotine having agonist, partial agonist and inhibitory activities depending on the nAChR subtype with which it interacts. ABT-089 differentially stimulated neurotransmitter release. The compound displayed a similar potency and efficacy to (−)-nicotine to facilitate ACh release (ABT-089, EC50 = 3 μM; (−)-nicotine, EC50 = 1 μM), but was markedly less potent and less efficacious than (−)-nicotine to stimulate dopamine release (ABT-089, EC50 = 1.1 μM; (−)-nicotine, EC50 = 0.04 μM). Additionally, ABT-089 was neuroprotective against the excitotoxic insults elicited by exposure to glutamate in both rat cortical cell cultures (EC50 = 10 ± 3 μM) and differentiated human IMR32 cells (EC50 = 3 ± 2 μM). The differential full agonist/partial agonist profile of ABT-089, as compared with (−)-nicotine and ABT-418, illustrates the complexity of nAChR activation and the potential to target responses at subclasses of the neuronal and peripheral receptors.
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